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INTRODUCTION

Ag California's population zooms up-
ward -- 1,600 per day, 600,000 per
year -- the immediate need to aug-

ment existing recreation facilities
has never been more plainly evident
than by today's increasing, elbow-to-
elbow conditions in our park and rec-
reation areas. Hordes of people have
descended upon the forests, mountains,
lakes,; rivers, and seashore in such
mumbers that existing recreation fac-
ilities are being taxed to the utmost
and, in most cases, are inadequate to
meet the demands imposed upon them.
This is glaringly evident in the crowded
parking lots, queues of autemobiles
avaiting campsites at many of our parks
and campgrounds, busy boat-launching
ramps, and throngs of people on the
public beaches. Recreational use of
many areas has increased to a point
where the natural attractiveness is
deteriorating from unwise and unguided
use. Such over-use is conspicuously
evident in the unauthorized but coun-
tenanced establishment of makeshift
campsites within established campgrounds
and in the surrounding buffer areas,
resulting in trampled vegetation, dusty
conditions, poor sanitary situations,
and an overtaxed water supply.

Publiec agencies have expanded outdcor
recreation facilities as rapldly as
possible, while private enterprise
also has increased its tempo of rec-
reation development. Yet, in spite
of these combined efforts, the out-
door recrsation demand is still out-
pacing the supply of facilities.

The State Water Project will create a
tremendous recreation potential, the
development of which will be capable of
alleviating a significant portion of the
deficiency.

Conclusions

As 8 result of the studies made by the
Department of Weater Resources, Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation, and the
Department of Fish end Game, it is comn-
cluded that:

1. The Oroville complex has high
recreation potential and will re-
celve heavy use.

2. The development of Oroville res-
ervoir, Thermalite Forebay, and
Thermalito Afterbay for recreation
use as proposed herein will contrib-
ute significantly toward meeting the
statewide outdoor recreation demand.

3. The initial recreation develop-
ment recommended in this plan is
adequate to provide for the recrea-
tion use anticipated during the

firsgt decade of project operation.
Thereafter, additional facilities
are planned to be constructed in
stapges to satisfy continued increases
in recreation demands.

Recommendations

It is recommended that the Department
of Parks and Recreation and the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game take the neces-
sary action to request the appropriation
of funds for the recreation and fish

and wildlife developments according to
the terms of the Davis-Dolwig Act.

Tt 1is also recommended that based upon
informetion presented in this report,
detailed plans be developed for the
initial recreation facilities.




TABLE 3
CROVILIE OOMPIEX
PROPOSED DECADAL RECREATION TEVELOFMENT AND ESTTMATED 0osTR
First Decade Second Decmde  Third Decede  Fourth Decade — Tifth Decade — Tofal Takas
1958-197T7 1978-15687 1988-15a7 1998-2007 2008-2018 of Tnits
Casp Units 7102/ Leo 515 £10 85 2,048
Parking Stalls aTs Leg 515 610 GBS 2,005
Standard Fienie Unit 605 310 270 4o 450 2,025
Parking Stalls Bao 850 ko 1,150 1,575 5,595
Portable Picnie Unit - 185 a7 3H0 L5e 1,245
Parking Stallas - 280 hos 510 675 1,870
Boat Leunching La 24 18 17 21 27 07
Parking Htallnﬂ?' 1,116 Bgs Bys 1,055 1,357 5,262
Parking Stalls for
Beach Areas G5 L00 280 350 ) 2.075
Total Decade
Development Cost £9, 595,000 #4880k 000 £8,100,000 $10,123,000  $13,020,000 $ho, b2 000
Present Worth Recreation Cost 21,049,000
Specific Recreation land Cost (including meguisition costs) 2,h20,000
Reereation Access Foad Cost (including present worth of future roads) 1,362,000
Freaent Worth of O&M 13, THE, oo
Pregent Worth of Replacement 12, B30, 000
Special Reservoir Clesring and land Leveling 528,000
Total Preasent Worth of Recreation Development #51,97T7,000
Average Ammual Equivalent Coat % 2,419,500
J-"rﬂecmt-in-n dovelopment based on recrention use projecticns shown in Tebls 1.
E-"rlnn!.u.'lea b "primitive camp units" without parking areas.
f?nrking stalle at boat lsunching ramps are large encugh for a car and trailer in one stall.

will eventually provide for the bulk of
overnight camping at the reserveir. Tt
is expected that a relatively small
amount of day use will develop, but that
the predominant use will be camping,
both family and group. Other activities
will inelude swimming, boating, and fish-
ing. The facilities are to be provided
during the second decade of reservoir
operation.

Potter Ravine

Potter Ravine is seven miles northeast

of Oroville, immediately north of Oroville
Dam. Recreation facilities are not ex-
pected to be developed at this site
during the first decade, However, during
the second decade, facilities will be
constructed which will provide for over-
night and deay uses. '

Bloomer

Bloomer is 16 miles north of Oroville,
approximately 3 miles northwest of the
Foreman Creek location, on the North
Fork Feather River., The Rloomer site
is not scheduled to be developed during
the initial period; however, develop-
ment is expected during the second dec-
ade, primarily for overnight use.

Sycamore Creek

Sycamore Creek is scheduled to be an-
other boat-in, primitive style camping
site. Tt will augment the primitive
developments at Goat Ranch and Bloomer
Primitive. This site is northeast of
Oroville, on the north side of the
Middle Fork Feather River, across the
reservoir from the Craig location. No
development is contemplated until the
second decade of operation,
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RECREATION DEVELOPMENT PLAN

To utilize the favorable environment

that will be created by Oroville res-
ervoir, recreation facilities must be
provided as demands develop. Initial
and future demands must be determined
and a development program established
to plan the necessary facilitles.

Initial Recreation Development

The initial development should provide
facilities for 1,281,000 visitor-days
of recreation use by the end of 1977 --
961,000 day, and 320,000 cvernight
vigitor-days. It is the policy of the
Department of Water Resources to pro-
vide facilities which will be required
during this initial ten-year period.
The recommended development includes 5
beaches, 595 beach parking spaces, 605
plenic units, 890 pienic parking
spaces, OT5 camp units (parking site
included), bt primitive camp units, G
boat launching ramps with a total of 2k
launching lanes, and 1,110 car and boal
trailer parking spaces.

Croville Dam will be completed in 1968,
although storage water will begin in the
fall of 1967. To assure that facilities
will be available as needed, a staging
schedule has been proposed which will
provide {or the needed initial recrea-
tion development in a logical and order-
ly manner at the various locations sur-
rounding the reservoir. The schedule of
initial development for each recreation
area is set forth in Table 2,

Loafer Creek

The lLoafer Creek recreation development
site is 9 miles east of Oroville on the
Croville-Lake lMadrone-Bucks Lake Road,
shown on Plate 1. In addition to its
ease of access, Loafer Creek lends it-
self extremely well to the development
of facilities for camping, picnicking,
swimming, beach activities, boating,
and other uses associated with land-water
recreation use, DBecause of its favor-
able location and terrain, Loafer Creek

Table 2: OROVILLE COMPLEX IWITIAL RECREATTIONAL DEVELOFPHENT SCHEDULE
Boat Car and

E-udgeti-"r Racreakion camp  Fiemie FPlenic  DBeach Launching Trailer Pri=mitive
Yeor hran Unita Units Parking Parking Lanes Parking Camp Units Total
1065-66  Lime Gaddle 75 8o 120 65 L 235 $ 1,382,770

Thermalite Forebay - Warth - 4 TS 125 - -
1966-67  Loafer Creek 300 B0 300 180 l 2l - 3,762,725
1967=68 Thermelito Forebay - Horth - 5 100 150 2 35 - 5,247,600

Thermalito Forebay - South - 50 T= 75 3 140 -

Zpillwey Boat Ramp - = - - H 110 -

Loafer Creek - [Service - - - - - - -

Yard and Utilities)

Thermalito Afterbmy - - - E] 150 -

Line Eﬂ.dﬂlE - = = - - -
106H-60 Goat Ranch - - - - - - 10 £25,000

Thewmalitc Afterbay - 150 220 - = - -
1968-T0  Blocmwer Primitive - - - - - - g TT.000
1970-TL  loafer Creek 00 - - - - - - 520,000

TOTAL 575 605 Bao 595 2l 1,110 Ly § 9,595,095

1/Fiscal year in which funds will be budgeted.
budget year or in following fiscal year.




species, and costs of initiml fish plant-
ings. An additional management techni-
que has resulted in the application of

a vegetative retention plan during the
reservolir clearing phase, whereby the
vegetation in 18 coves will be retained
for fish habitat improvement., (See
Plate 2.)

The Oroville complex is classified as a
recreation area and hunting is a planned
activity. Waterfowl concentrationsz in
the Rice Bowl, adjacent to the Thermalito
Afterbay, should provide geood waterfowl
hunting at the Afterbay in the borrow area,
and possibly at the main reserveir, The
hunting aspect must be approved by the
State Park Commission after consideration
of all the recreation needs, The Fish
and Game Commission will recommend to the
State Park Commission which areas should
be opened to hunting and the seasons,

For the proper operation of a large rec-
reation area guch as the Croville complex,
a permanent crew will be required with
additional seasonal help during the
summer. A large variety of egquipment
will also be required, including land
vehicles, patrol boats, and maintenance
equipment, Year-round maintenance and
repair will be necessary. Visitors will
need to be checked in and out and their
safety and welfare maintained. A1l of
this will require coordination with res-
ervoir operation,

The operation and maintenance costs are
computed at $.30 per visitor-day, which
is an average cost for state park and
recreation units, including overhead,
Replacement cosgts are caleulated at 3.5
percent per annum of the capital costs.
It will be desirable to offset asz much
of the maintenance and operation costs
ag possible by charging standard State
FPark System fees for use of recreation
facilities,
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Fire control is a primery function of
the Division of Forestry, Department of
Conservation. However, this does not
relieve the operating esgency from the
responsibility of fire control as well
as fire prevention. It will be the
responsibility of the Division of Beaches
and Parks and the Division of Forestry
to mutually agree to a fire control esnd
prevention program similar to the pre-
sent coordinated program of the two
organizations at other state park units.

The Department of Harbors end Watercraft
is the agency responsible for the promul-
gation of rules and regulstions govern-
ing boating on waters within the State,
It is expected thet the Division of
Beaches and Parks and the County of Butte
will be responsible for mainteining law
and order on the water surface and in

the recreation areas within their respee-
tive Jurisdictions.

The Feather Falls Scenic Area ms shown
on Flate 1 is part of Plumas National
Forest and will be menaged by that asgency.

The Department of Parks and Recreation,
Division of Beaches and Parks, is pre-
sently doing the preliminary investiga-
tions on traffic problems, water supply
and sanitary features of each recreation
area. It is anticipated that some ini-
tial recreation areas will be connected
to the existing water and senitary faci-
lities of the City of Oroville, Other
more remote areas will probebly use
treated reservoir water and leach fields
for sewage effluent. So0il tests have
been made in all proposed recreation
areas. As the design of each recreation
area progresses, the development of en-
trance roads, water supply and sanitary
features will be coordinated wi<h all in-
terested local and state agencies for
their approvel.




